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This month we have responded to questions relating to the following topics:

e Fatalities following police related road traffic incidents
e |OPC call in powers

If you require a full copy of any of the embedded attachments, please contact
requestinfo@policeconduct.gov.uk quoting the reference number from the relevant
response.

Ref 5025966 Fatalities following police related road traffic
incidents

| understand that the IOPC’s annual “Deaths During or Following Police Contact” statistics
include police-related road-traffic incidents (RTls)

that resulted in fatalities and fall within the IOPC’s remit under the Police

Reform Act 2002.

Accordingly, | am requesting aggregated data for each financial year
from 2004/05 to the most recent available, showing:

The number of fatal police-related road-traffic incidents in which a

motorcycle (any type) was involved;

The number of fatalities arising from those incidents; and

If held at low effort, a further breakdown by IOPC RTI category (pursuit / emergency
response / other police-traffic activity).

The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) is responsible for producing annual national
statistics on deaths during or following police contact in England and Wales. The statistics
include deaths that have occurred across a number of circumstances that are grouped into five
categories. See our guidance document for more information on the definition of these
categories.- The request was for the number of fatal police-related road-traffic

incidents (RTIs) in which a motorcycle (any type) was involved, the number fatalities arising
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from those incidents, and a further breakdown of these figures by RTI type. We have used the
data from the ‘road traffic fatalities’ category of our deaths statistics to compile the data.

The data used for this request covers road traffic fatalities involving motorcycles, mini-
motorcycles and scooters/mopeds that occurred between 2012/13 and 2024/25. We record
the financial year within which the date of death occurred. The data included in this dataset is
taken from deaths that occurred from 1 April 2012 to 31 March 2025. We have not considered
deaths before this period as we did not record the type of vehicle involved until 2012/13;
therefore, we are unable to provide the data for the period from 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2012.

Similarly, we have not considered more recent deaths as these cases are still in the process of
being verified and checked.

Road traffic fatalities include deaths of motorists, cyclists or pedestrians arising from police
pursuits, police vehicles responding to emergency calls, and other police traffic-related activity.
This does not include deaths following a road traffic incident (RTI) where the police

attended immediately after the event as an emergency service. The number of incidents is
derived from the number of cases involving road traffic fatalities. Our category definitions

of police pursuits, police vehicles responding to emergency calls, and other police traffic-
related activity are provided below.

Pursuit related

Incidents are classified as ‘pursuit-related’ if they involved a pursuit, or situations where
officers have begun to ‘follow’ a suspect vehicle. Not all these incidents will have entered an
official pursuit phase as defined in the Authorised Professional Practice (APP) on police
pursuits (see College of Policing (2015) Authorised Professional Practice on police pursuits).
Incidents where there was a collision involving a vehicle that was recently pursued by the
police, but where the police had lost sight of the vehicle, are included. Incidents where the
police were driving in the direction of a vehicle before obtaining permission to pursue are also
included as pursuit-related.

Emergency response-related
This category includes all incidents that involve a police vehicle responding to a request for
emergency assistance.

Other police traffic activity

This category includes RTIs that did not happen during pursuit-related activity or an
emergency response, but where incidents occur during standard police patrol or where drivers
respond to seeing a police vehicle by fleeing the location and crashing (and there is no pursuit
of the vehicle by police).

With these definitions in mind, we have provided data tables below to address each part of the
request in turn. The number of each table corresponds to the number of the respective
question of the request. Please note that a single incident can result in more than one death,
so the number of fatalities may exceed the number of incidents in the data provided.
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Table 1 - Number of fatal road traffic incidents involving motorcycles, mini-motorcyles or scooters/mopeds, by type and financial year

201213 | 2013/14 | 2014/15| 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Motorcycle 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 0 4 2 4 6 4 32
Mini-motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Scooter/moped 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 8
Total 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 0 5 2 4 8 5 40
Table 2 - Number of road traffic fatalities involving motorcycles, mini-motorcyles or scooters/mopeds, by type and fin:
2012/13 | 2013/14 | 2014/15| 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Motorcycle 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 0 4 2 4 7 4 33
Mini-motorcycle 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Scooter/moped 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 8
Total 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 0 5 2 4 9 5 M
Table 3a - Number of fatal road traffic incidents involving motorcycles, by RTI category and financial year
2012/13| 2013/14 | 2014/15| 2015/16 | 2016/17 [ 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Pursuit-related 1 1 1 1 0 3 3 4 3 20
Emergency 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
response-related
Other RTI 0 1 2 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 1"
Total 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 0 4 2 4 6 32
Table 3b - Number of fatal road traffic incidents involving scooters/mopeds, by RTI category and financial year
2012/13| 2013/14 | 2014/15| 2015/16 | 2016/17 [ 2017/18| 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Pursuit-related 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 5
Emergency 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
response-related
Other RTI 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Total 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 8
Table 3c - Total number of fatal road traffic incidents involving motorcycles, mini-motorcyles or scooters/mopeds, by RTI category and financial year
2012/13| 2013/14 | 2014/15| 2015/16 | 2016/17 [ 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Pursuit-related 1 2 1 1 0 3 3 5 4 25
Emergency
response-related 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2
Other RTI 0 1 2 1 0 1 2 0 2 1 0 2 1 13
Total 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 0 5 2 4 8 5 40
Table 3d - Number of road traffic fatalities involving motorcycles, by RTI category and financial year
2012/13| 2013/14 | 2014/15 [ 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Pursuit-related 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 3 1 3 3 21
[eTeTgeTTcy
response-relate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
P- |
Other RTI 0 1 2 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 1
Total 1 2 2 1 2 2 0 4 2 4 7 4 33
Table 3e - Number of road traffic fatalities involving scooters /mopeds, by RT| category and financial year
2012/13| 2013/14 | 2014/15 | 2015/16 [ 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Pursuit-related 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 5
TITTeTgeTIoy
response-relate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
A
Other RTI 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Total 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 8
Table 3f - Total number of road traffic fatalities involving motorcycles, mini-motorcyles or scooters/mopeds, by RTI cz
2012/13 | 2013/14 | 2014/15 [ 2015/16 | 2016/17 | 2017/18 | 2018/19 | 2019/20 | 2020/21 | 2021/22 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | 2024/25| Total
Pursuit-related 1 1 2 1 2 0 3 1 3 6 4 26
CITeTYeTICy
response-relate 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2
p- |
Other RTI 0 1 2 1 0 1 2 0 2 1 0 2 1 13
Total 1 2 3 3 1 3 3 0 5 2 4 9 5 4
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Ref: 5026029 IOPC call in powers

Extract from the Statutory Guidance re the IOPC's powers to "call in"

9.34 9.35 Matters which the IOPC requires to be referred to it (‘call in’)

The IOPC may require any complaint or recordable conduct matter to be referred to it by
the appropriate authority. The IOPC may use the power to ‘call in’ a matter, regardless of
whether the matter is already being investigated or has previously been considered by
the IOPC.

If the IOPC calls a matter in, the appropriate authority should provide all relevant
information at, or as soon as possible after, the time of referral.

To whom the guidance applies

1.12 This guidance is issued under Section 22 to the Police Reform Act 2002. It applies
to local policing bodies and all 43 Home Office police forces in England and Wales.

Local policing bodies, police officers, police staff members, special constables and

all those working in policing must have regard to the guidance. It also applies to

those agencies and non-Home Office forces that have entered into Section 26 or

Section 26BA agreements with the IOPC, subject to any particular provisions contained in
those agreements.

Part one - Request for statistics

For the accounting period starting 2017 the date of the Policing and Crime Act, to the date of
this request, please provide the following information. By preference, please provide the
figures for consecutive yearly accounting periods. For example if the IOPC record figures by
the calendar year or by the financial year.

e Request 1. Total number of complaints the IOPC has received about the individuals and
organisations set out in 1.12 above. This including for example but not limited to using
the online form provided by the IOPC.

e Request 2. In respect of Request 1 above, from the total number of complaints
received, the total number which were "called in" by the IOPC as defined in the extract
above.

¢ Request 3. With reference to 1.12 above and the individuals working within it or the
organisation itself, the total number of complaints the IOPC has received associated
with Lancashire Constabulary. This including for example but not limited to using
the online form.

e Request 4. In respect of Request 3 above, from the total number of complaints
received, the total number which were "called in" by the IOPC as defined in the extract
above.

Part 2 - Request for documentation
The IOPC have stated that the "call in" procedure is rarely used meaning then, it is used
sometimes. So on the basis it is used sometimes, there will be some definitive criteria against
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which a decision to "call in" or not is made. Please provide a copy of the criteria the IOPC are
using to make the decision to "call in" or otherwise.

If the IOPC are already publishing this information or part of it then please refer me to it
including where it is located.

Part one - Request for statistics

Requests 1 and 2: The request is for complaints “received” by the IOPC. Most police
complaint and misconduct cases are dealt with by the police without any IOPC

involvement. All complaints against the police must be made to the relevant police force or
local policing body in the first instance. Once a complaint has been received by the body
responsible for the initial handling, it should be logged on their systems and a decision will be
taken whether the complaint should be recorded under Schedule 3 to the Police Reform Act
2002, or if it can be resolved outside of Schedule 3. Most of these complaints are dealt with by
the police themselves, or by the local policing body.

Complainants may also send their complaint directly to the IOPC and our role is then limited to
passing the matter on to the relevant police force so they can consider whether it should be
formally recorded. Our functions in respect of these ‘direct complaints’ to the IOPC are defined
in Paragraph 2, Schedule 3, Police Reform Act 2002. In only a very small minority of these
complaints made directly to the IOPC can we account for any subsequent action by the

police. We are not routinely informed about whether they record the matter as a complaint or
about any action that may follow.

Many of these ‘direct’ complaints are made to the IOPC using our online form on our website,
which sends the complaint notification to the force selected by the person completing the form.
This is an automated process and we do not retain records on our case management system
of complaints made in this way.

For these reasons, we do not hold the information requested under part one.

We collect information from all police forces in England and Wales about the types of
complaints they are receiving and how long they take to deal with them. Each year, we publish
statistics about the complaints that forces have logged. We also produce quarterly bulletins for
all police forces. Our annual statistics and force bulletins are available on our

website: policeconduct.gov.uk/our-work/research-and-statistics/police-complaints-statistics

Our published data relates only to the 43 Home Office police forces. We do not
collect similar data from the “non-Home Office forces that have entered into Section 26 or
Section 26BA agreements with the IOPC”.

Requests 3 and 4: We do not hold this information for the reasons explained above under
requests 1 and 2.

Paragraphs 9.34 and 9.35 of our Statutory Guidance relate to matters which the
IOPC requires to be referred to it (call in) under paragraph 4 and 13, Schedule 3, Police
Reform Act 2002. We can confirm that six complaint referrals under this category were called
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in by the IOPC in the period from 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2020. There have been no
such referrals in more recent years.

There were no referrals in this category for Lancashire Constabulary during this period.

Please note that this information is taken from live data and as such may differ from previously
published data and statistics. Its reliability is dependent on accurate data recording in the
IOPC case management system by operational teams.

Part 2 - Request for documentation

The IOPC has recently published its internal guidance relating to the exercise of our power
to ‘call in’ a referral and our power to treat a matter as having been referred (‘power

of initiative’) in the June 2025 Disclosure Log. The information that is held in relation to this
request is as follows:

« Ifyes, CCC o contact LPB and ask 1o be matiers that should come io the I0PC under the statulory scheme for
notified of the oulcome of the review consideration on appropriate handling
once completed so consideration of POI
can be made by AU if the outcome i re-
Imestigaton

& I no, Complainant o be nolified that
10PC will take NFA [ no POY 1o be used

4, Complaint with [OPG for » Raques! 1o be added 1o CMS case and
review decision (no decision yel flaggad to CWM (i allocated). NFA
made) requined from CCC

I‘.'r, Complaint is new and M A4 * CCC review whather mandatory referral 1
has nat yol seen it criberia indicated. Il yes (unless

exceplional circumstances apply ) - the
complaind should be lorwarded 1o the AR,
and the complainant notified. A request
Ehould be mada 1o e AA that the 1I0PC
reguires confirrmation of the relerral
deciman, PO not egured unleeEs the AR
declines to refer

s Ao, COC 1o relar matled 1o AL 10 ek
advics ai lo whathar ths mislhss wolild
meat iIndependent investigation oritena

w  If s, AL eliher linlse with Ad sbout
possible voluntary referal o escalale o
DD for POH consideration

# i no, = tha complaint should be
forwarded 1o the AA and the complainant
mriifiesd

Holes:

« Complamant consent - I0PC stalutory gusdance slates the foliowing
reganding consent to forward & complaint 10 thé cormed AA,
There is i requiremeand i the Police Reform Act 2002 for consend fram he
complainan! io forwarding 8 compiainf, However, the complainant musf
always be informed if their complainf has been senf fo anciher body, They
should also be informed of the contend of whaf has been senf and fhe name of
the body it has been sent io. In some cases, for exampie, whame a compilaint
contains particulady sensitive data and the complainant has infenftionally sent
it o a particular bndy. or the complainant has expressed concerm aboul
sensifive information in thewr complaint being shared, consideration could be
given fo natifying the compfainant in advance that this will happen

= Il is consistent with these principles 10 use the mandaltory refesral crileria to
sift maners Tor consideration of use of POI, a3 thes criténia detemnings the
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D-cllhnnuliuamuml:ﬂlhpmr-dmofim
These powers are in adiion 1o the exisling relermsl procssses laid oul in the PRA.
Police Reform Act 2002 (Paragraph 4 and 13, Schadule 3)

This provides us with the power of call in io treat complaint and conduct matiers as if
They have been refermed

Police Reform Act 2002 (Paragraph 44, 13A and 14CA, Schedule 3)

This provides us with the power of iniliative fo treat a complaing, conduct matier or
D51 as having been rafemad

Tha ‘call in' powar and ‘power of initiative’ increase our powers, enabling us o
investigale matiers thal may nol have been relermed. For further details on these
and relevant lempl plaase click hera,

Police Reform Act 2002 {as amanded)
Undar the Police Reform Act 2022 the IOPC has

o T poswer 1o 'call in' - & complaint or conduct mafler io be refered
{Paragraphs 4 and 13, m: Police Reform Act 2002)

+  The power of intiative - eat & complaint | conduct mather or DS1 matter that
has come bo s aflention as having been refered. (Pamgraphs 44, 134 and
14CA, Schedule 3, Police Reform Act 2003)

Call in powars for complaint and conduct matters

The IOPC can require an appropriabe authority bo refer & complant or conduct
mattor, This is regardloss of whathar the malier is already bang investigated o has
praviously boan considened by the IOPC. This power i nol for DS matters.

To use the ‘call In' power, the matter must have been recorded by the appropnate
auitharity wha mrust make o referral withoul delay. and no Inter than the day afler we
ghen the referral notice, (Regulstions 4 and 7, Polics (Complaints and Misconduct)
Regulations 2020)

Mondy  Tuesday Wadnesdiy Thursday  Friday
Call in' IOPC notice
musl make the relemal
autharity by the and of the day

Tha powar of Initlative as of 1 February 2020

2. where appropriate/meaningful (with audit trail of attermpls (e emails, letters,
phone call details) attempts have been made o contact the appropriate
authority and furiher delay may cause prejudice or damage public confidence

3. matters where we believe a oritical incident may be declared by the IOPC and
where there is poieniial for a delay io exacerbale concams

4. maltters that have coma 1o light during a direcled or independent
Investigation thal we want 1o investigate alongside the curment case.
Altemnatively we may consider there is an urgent need to exercise our powers
of a constable lo preserve the integnty of (or avoid prejudice to) a criminal
investigation. In these circumstances, the I0PC ks likely 1o already be n
possession of the information available at that time, and know what the
resultant mode of investigation decision will ba.

The I0PC can treat a complaind, conduct or D51 matiers which come 10 our alleniion
ﬂulmh,mammtn.g. s part of a0 ongoing imesigalion),
a5 having been

The IOPC can do this whether or not fhe matier has been reconded.

WWhere an appropriste suthonty recenss nNDUMCANon hal we ane reatng & masr as
refprred, i must recond the matier if it has not already done so.

The pproprate suthorly does not have 10 subsequently make 3 refemal

The power of initiative for linked investigations.

During a conduct or complamt invesigation (ncuding a complaint made during a
DS imvestigation] a matier may come ko light that the decision maker wishes: io
miske indepandent Gnd link 10 e el case and S 10 he same Ginl repon
Previously thesa matiens were sant o the ity flor and
refprral. Tu.wmnmmmmt“'nmm
miakn the MOH decision and delegate at the same time

Principles for use: "Call in' power and ‘Power of initistive’
Note: ihess principles do not apply 1o the linked investigation guidance.

W consider using the Power of infliative’ or 'Call I’ power when we bacome awan
of & Fratier Ihal we My wand 10 independenty investigate bul we hive Mot recered
& redermal.

= We musl contact the appropriate suthorty o uhderstand why the matier has
ol been refermed 1t may be that they itend to make a referral of that herther
nlorrnation Siers our Ve

+ I the appropriste authorty confirm ihey do not intend io reler the mater and
we fermaen of the vew we may wanl 1o independently esligals, our Dowers.
whiuld ba used & iollows:

& 'Cail in' if the matier has beoen recorded (and is not a 081)

b Powss of infistive’ # Fa matler has ot been recordec. & & DS of @ appean
thal fhers will be an unreasonabie delay swaling a referral # ‘call ' powens

W L]
In some circumstances, it may be appropriate 1o use one of e powers belon
1o the Inchuding (the legilation provides no
or g the ty that the ‘power of infliative’ has.
BN LB, Howewer, 1§ 300% 1O SHECHY 1 Wt PO T SDEFORANN SUTrTy
Shonild be informed |

1. cases where we hine & genuing reason 10 beleve that informing the
Appropriats Suthonty Maght (repdics Be imesbgabon
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Published March 2026

© IOPC 2026

m This is licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0
except where otherwise stated.

This does not include material belonging to third parties.
Authorisation to use such material must be obtained from the copyright holders concerned.

To find out more about our work or to request this report
in an alternative format, you can contact us in a number of ways:

Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC)

10 South Colonnade Canary Wharf London E14 4PU
Tel: 0300 020 0096

Email: enquiries@policeconduct.gov.uk

Website: policeconduct.gov.uk

Text relay: 18001 020 8104 1220

We welcome telephone calls in Welsh
Rydym yn croesawu galwadau ffén yn y Gymraeg
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