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This month we have responded to questions relating to the following topics: 

• Fatalities following police related road traffic incidents 

• IOPC call in powers 

 
If you require a full copy of any of the embedded attachments, please contact 

requestinfo@policeconduct.gov.uk quoting the reference number from the relevant 

response. 

Ref 5025966 Fatalities following police related road traffic 
incidents 

I understand that the IOPC’s annual “Deaths During or Following Police Contact” statistics 
include police-related road-traffic incidents (RTIs)  
that resulted in fatalities and fall within the IOPC’s remit under the Police  
Reform Act 2002.  
   
Accordingly, I am requesting aggregated data for each financial year  
from 2004/05 to the most recent available, showing:  
   

• The number of fatal police-related road-traffic incidents in which a  

• motorcycle (any type) was involved;  

• The number of fatalities arising from those incidents; and  

• If held at low effort, a further breakdown by IOPC RTI category (pursuit / emergency 
response / other police-traffic activity).  

 

The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) is responsible for producing annual national 
statistics on deaths during or following police contact in England and Wales. The statistics 
include deaths that have occurred across a number of circumstances that are grouped into five 
categories. See our guidance document for more information on the definition of these 
categories.. The request was for the number of fatal police-related road-traffic 
incidents (RTIs) in which a motorcycle (any type) was involved, the number fatalities arising 
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from those incidents, and a further breakdown of these figures by RTI type. We have used the 
data from the ‘road traffic fatalities’ category of our deaths statistics to compile the data. 
 
The data used for this request covers road traffic fatalities involving motorcycles, mini-
motorcycles and scooters/mopeds that occurred between 2012/13 and 2024/25. We record 
the financial year within which the date of death occurred. The data included in this dataset is 
taken from deaths that occurred from 1 April 2012 to 31 March 2025. We have not considered 
deaths before this period as we did not record the type of vehicle involved until 2012/13; 
therefore, we are unable to provide the data for the period from 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2012.  
 
Similarly, we have not considered more recent deaths as these cases are still in the process of 
being verified and checked. 
  
Road traffic fatalities include deaths of motorists, cyclists or pedestrians arising from police 
pursuits, police vehicles responding to emergency calls, and other police traffic-related activity. 
This does not include deaths following a road traffic incident (RTI) where the police 
attended immediately after the event as an emergency service. The number of incidents is 
derived from the number of cases involving road traffic fatalities. Our category definitions 
of police pursuits, police vehicles responding to emergency calls, and other police traffic-
related activity are provided below.  
 
Pursuit related  
Incidents are classified as ‘pursuit-related’ if they involved a pursuit, or situations where 
officers have begun to ‘follow’ a suspect vehicle. Not all these incidents will have entered an 
official pursuit phase as defined in the Authorised Professional Practice (APP) on police 
pursuits (see College of Policing (2015) Authorised Professional Practice on police pursuits). 
Incidents where there was a collision involving a vehicle that was recently pursued by the 
police, but where the police had lost sight of the vehicle, are included. Incidents where the 
police were driving in the direction of a vehicle before obtaining permission to pursue are also 
included as pursuit-related.  
 
Emergency response-related  
This category includes all incidents that involve a police vehicle responding to a request for 
emergency assistance.  
 
Other police traffic activity  
This category includes RTIs that did not happen during pursuit-related activity or an 
emergency response, but where incidents occur during standard police patrol or where drivers 
respond to seeing a police vehicle by fleeing the location and crashing (and there is no pursuit 
of the vehicle by police).  
 
With these definitions in mind, we have provided data tables below to address each part of the 
request in turn. The number of each table corresponds to the number of the respective 
question of the request. Please note that a single incident can result in more than one death, 
so the number of fatalities may exceed the number of incidents in the data provided.  
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 Ref: 5026029 IOPC call in powers 

 
Extract from the Statutory Guidance re the IOPC's powers to "call in" 
9.34 9.35 Matters which the IOPC requires to be referred to it (‘call in’) 
The IOPC may require any complaint or recordable conduct matter to be referred to it by 
the appropriate authority. The IOPC may use the power to ‘call in’ a matter, regardless of 
whether the matter is already being investigated or has previously been considered by 
the IOPC. 
If the IOPC calls a matter in, the appropriate authority should provide all relevant 
information at, or as soon as possible after, the time of referral. 
 
To whom the guidance applies 
1.12 This guidance is issued under Section 22 to the Police Reform Act 2002. It applies 
to local policing bodies and all 43 Home Office police forces in England and Wales. 
Local policing bodies, police officers, police staff members, special constables and 
all those working in policing must have regard to the guidance. It also applies to 
those agencies and non-Home Office forces that have entered into Section 26 or 
Section 26BA agreements with the IOPC, subject to any particular provisions contained in 
those agreements. 
 
Part one - Request for statistics 
For the accounting period starting 2017 the date of the Policing and Crime Act, to the date of 
this request, please provide the following information. By preference, please provide the 
figures for consecutive yearly accounting periods. For example if the IOPC record figures by 
the calendar year or by the financial year.    
   

• Request 1. Total number of complaints the IOPC has received about the individuals and 
organisations set out in 1.12 above. This including for example but not limited to using 
the online form provided by the IOPC.  

 

• Request 2. In respect of Request 1 above, from the total number of complaints 
received, the total number which were "called in" by the IOPC as defined in the extract 
above.   

 

• Request 3. With reference to 1.12 above and the individuals working within it or the 
organisation itself, the total number of complaints the IOPC has received associated 
with Lancashire Constabulary. This including for example but not limited to using 
the online form.   

 

• Request 4. In respect of Request 3 above, from the total number of complaints 
received, the total number which were "called in" by the IOPC as defined in the extract 
above.  

 
Part 2 - Request for documentation 
The IOPC have stated that the "call in" procedure is rarely used meaning then, it is used 
sometimes. So on the basis it is used sometimes, there will be some definitive criteria against 



 

[OFFICIAL] 

which a decision to "call in" or not is made. Please provide a copy of the criteria the IOPC are 
using to make the decision to "call in" or otherwise.   
   
If the IOPC are already publishing this information or part of it then please refer me to it 
including where it is located.  
 

 
Part one - Request for statistics  
 
Requests 1 and 2: The request is for complaints “received” by the IOPC.  Most police 
complaint and misconduct cases are dealt with by the police without any IOPC 
involvement. All complaints against the police must be made to the relevant police force or 
local policing body in the first instance. Once a complaint has been received by the body 
responsible for the initial handling, it should be logged on their systems and a decision will be 
taken whether the complaint should be recorded under Schedule 3 to the Police Reform Act 
2002, or if it can be resolved outside of Schedule 3. Most of these complaints are dealt with by 
the police themselves, or by the local policing body.   
 
Complainants may also send their complaint directly to the IOPC and our role is then limited to 
passing the matter on to the relevant police force so they can consider whether it should be 
formally recorded.  Our functions in respect of these ‘direct complaints’ to the IOPC are defined 
in Paragraph 2, Schedule 3, Police Reform Act 2002. In only a very small minority of these 
complaints made directly to the IOPC can we account for any subsequent action by the 
police. We are not routinely informed about whether they record the matter as a complaint or 
about any action that may follow.    
 
Many of these ‘direct’ complaints are made to the IOPC using our online form on our website, 
which sends the complaint notification to the force selected by the person completing the form. 
This is an automated process and we do not retain records on our case management system 
of complaints made in this way.  
  
For these reasons, we do not hold the information requested under part one.     
 
We collect information from all police forces in England and Wales about the types of 
complaints they are receiving and how long they take to deal with them. Each year, we publish 
statistics about the complaints that forces have logged. We also produce quarterly bulletins for 
all police forces. Our annual statistics and force bulletins are available on our 
website: policeconduct.gov.uk/our-work/research-and-statistics/police-complaints-statistics  
 
Our published data relates only to the 43 Home Office police forces. We do not 
collect similar data from the “non-Home Office forces that have entered into Section 26 or 
Section 26BA agreements with the IOPC”.    
 
Requests 3 and 4: We do not hold this information for the reasons explained above under 
requests 1 and 2.   
 
Paragraphs 9.34 and 9.35 of our Statutory Guidance relate to matters which the 
IOPC requires to be referred to it (call in) under paragraph 4 and 13, Schedule 3, Police 
Reform Act 2002. We can confirm that six complaint referrals under this category were called 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/30/schedule/3/paragraph/2
https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/our-work/research-and-statistics/police-complaints-statistics
https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/publications/statutory-guidance-2020
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in by the IOPC in the period from 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2020. There have been no 
such referrals in more recent years.  
 
There were no referrals in this category for Lancashire Constabulary during this period.   
 
Please note that this information is taken from live data and as such may differ from previously 
published data and statistics. Its reliability is dependent on accurate data recording in the 
IOPC case management system by operational teams.   
 
Part 2 - Request for documentation 
 
The IOPC has recently published its internal guidance relating to the exercise of our power 
to ‘call in’ a referral and our power to treat a matter as having been referred (‘power 
of initiative’) in the June 2025 Disclosure Log. The information that is held in relation to this 
request is as follows:   
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To find out more about our work or to request this report  
in an alternative format, you can contact us in a number of ways:  
 
Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC)  
10 South Colonnade Canary Wharf London E14 4PU  
Tel: 0300 020 0096  
Email: enquiries@policeconduct.gov.uk  
Website: policeconduct.gov.uk  
Text relay: 18001 020 8104 1220  
 
We welcome telephone calls in Welsh  
Rydym yn croesawu galwadau ffôn yn y Gymraeg 
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